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WHO WE ARE 
 

The SOAS Postgraduate Diploma in Asian Art is a unique academic programme, centred on object-
based learning.  
 

Our six, full-time modules cover the arts of India, China, Japan & Korea, Southeast Asia, and the arts 
of the Buddhist and Islamic worlds. Our specialist short courses give you insights into focused topics, 
based on the latest research by leading scholars in the field. 
 

We are formally associated with the British Museum and Victoria & Albert Museum. Our courses are 
accredited by SOAS University of London. 
 
WHAT WE OFFER 
 

• Object-based learning combined with a rigorous academic training.  
• Exceptional access to the collections and curatorial expertise of the British Museum and 

Victoria & Albert Museum. 
• A postgraduate qualification accredited by SOAS, University of London.  
• Lectures from a wide range of leading scholars, curators, and art market professionals.  
• A proven pathway to exciting careers in the museum world, the art market, and academia. 
• Online courses in 2020-2021.  

 
WHAT OUR STUDENTS SAY 
 

I don’t live in London so, for me, the online format has been perfect. It is great to be able to 
re-watch the lectures. 
 

It feels a real privilege to be here, in my own room but transported to another world, and 
able to ask questions. It all feels very special and I’ve learned so much. 
 

(Feedback for online specialist short courses, Summer 2020) 
 

GET IN TOUCH 
 

Email asianart@soas.ac.uk 
Want to speak with our Course Director, Dr Malcolm McNeill? Email him on mm133@soas.ac.uk. 
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Dr Heather Elgood, Director Emeritus and Founder teaching in the British Museum Sir Percival David Study Room (centre) 
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INDIAN ART MODULE 
5 OCTOBER – 23 DECEMBER 2020 

COURSE FEE: £5,150 

 
© Victoria and Albert Museum, London 

From 2500 BCE to the present day, the Indian Art module explores the monumental, fine and 
decorative arts of South Asia. The course deals with architecture, sculpture, miniature painting, carved 
jades, carpets, textiles, furniture, jewellery, arms and armour, and the rural arts. The syllabus is 
broadly chronological and places the art in its religious and historical context. The course begins with 
an introduction to the Vedas, Buddhism, Jainism and Hinduism focusing on early Jain and Buddhist art 
and the principles of Hindu iconography, architecture, sculpture and wall painting. It emphasises the 
relationship between ritual and image in the study of medieval Hindu sculpture and architecture. 
Lectures cover Buddhist, Jain and Hindu manuscript painting. The course includes Tibetan and 
Himalayan sculpture and painting. The latter half of the term will explore Mughal and Rajput court art 
from the 16th century. It will give particular emphasis to miniature painting and jewellery. Terracottas, 
textiles and other rural arts will also be covered and there will be lectures on contemporary South 
Asian art. 

Our tutors are Dr Emily Shovelton and Ms Sandra Sattler. Emily and Sandra tutored the module last 
year and are looking forward to teaching again this year.  

Emily says:  

The Indian Art module offers an extremely stimulating series of lectures and up-close 
encounters with objects in museum and gallery collections. Students will gain a broad 
understanding of the history of Indian art, while at the same time focusing on particular 
subjects that interest them. Last year, I thoroughly enjoyed tutoring for the Diploma course, 
and I am looking forward to guiding students again this year on a virtual exploration of Indian 
art. The new online module promises to be rich, varied and inspiring. 

Sandra adds: 

I am pleased to be tutoring again, this year for an adapted online module, which will be an 
excellent opportunity for many students to benefit from this course in a flexible, efficient and 
equally exciting manner. 

Click below to hear more on Indian Art from our Director and Course Tutors 
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